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Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines are postcolonial Southeast Asian nations where the 

English language continues to play an important role as a language of intranational communication, in 

addition to its function as an international lingua franca in the ASEAN region. This presentation will 

focus on the words and phrases that characterize English as it is spoken in these countries: the vocabulary 

that forms the basis of what is now known as Bruneian, Singaporean, Malaysian and Philippine English. 

These distinct lexical features have developed as a result of many years of contact between English and 

Southeast Asian vernaculars, and of various other cultural, historical and social factors. They are also a 

reflection of the linguistic creativity of the region's English speakers. The lexicon of Southeast Asian 

Englishes is the subject of a current research project at Oxford University's Faculty of English and Oxford 

University Press, which aims to widen the coverage of this type of regional vocabulary in the Oxford 

English Dictionary. 

 

 

Danica Salazar is the Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in English Language Lexicography of the University of 

Oxford, based in the Faculty of English Language and Literature, Oxford University Press and Hertford 

College. She holds a PhD in Applied Linguistics from the University of Barcelona, a Master’s degree in 

Teaching Spanish as a Foreign Language from the University of Salamanca and a BA in European 

Languages from the University of the Philippines-Diliman, with a major in Spanish and a minor in 

French. 

 

Danica’s current research involves the representation of Philippine English and other Southeast Asian 

Englishes in the Oxford English Dictionary. She has participated in several international conferences and 

published books and articles on English and Hispanic studies. 
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