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Dear Mr Chong, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 20 April. The Terms of Reference for the Select Committee, Dr 

Thum’s submission, and the video of the hearing are all publicly available online, and we of 

course reviewed them before publishing our statement. We can come to our own conclusions, 

and we stand by our statement. 

 

There are a number of factual errors in your letter and attachment. I shall remark only two of 

them.  

 

In the attachment, you state that Dr Thum is not an academic historian. To the contrary: he is 

a member of the University of Oxford whose historical research here and in Southeast Asia is 

a matter of public record. He is, moreover, a valued colleague. This sort of vilification of him 

must stop, and we reiterate our call for an apology from the Select Committee to Dr Thum 

for his treatment. 

 

Second, we have not said, as your letter states, that ‘research cannot be questioned’.  What 

we said was: 

 
the Minister repeatedly expressed disdain for Dr Thum’s research, rephrasing its findings in 

general terms that misrepresented it, and attempting to get Dr Thum to agree to those rephrasings 

by attempting to force him to provide only yes/no answers. 

 

We did then state, as you remark, that this interrogation procedure consisted of ‘impugning 

and restating empirical findings’. As you also remark, ‘the process was open and transparent’. 

Just so, and we are glad that the video is available for all to see. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

 

Philip Kreager D. Phil 

Senior Lecturer in Human Sciences, Somerville College 

Chair, Oxford Project Southeast Asia  
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